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Read: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; Psalm 146; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

   If I hear one comment this morning about father looks pretty in pink, you’re 

gonna get it. I’m just telling ya. No, as I say every time I wear this vestment, it’s 

not pink it’s rose. Which I don’t know how that makes it any better honestly but 

what it means is we’ve crossed the halfway point of our advent journey. Making it 

a joyful Advent, getting ready to celebrate a joyful Christmas. And so it’s just a 

brighter color, that’s the symbolism because now we’re halfway through the 

journey. And as we cross that midway point of Advent, which what is Advent for 

us again? Advent is that devout and joyful preparation for the coming of the Lord. 

As we move into the second half of Advent now we have John the Baptist again in 

the gospel. And really what’s highlighted in this gospel, what stands out, what’s at 

the heart of it is a question. It’s this question that John asks of Jesus – are you the 

one who is to come, or should we look for another? That’s a big question. It’s a 

really good question if you think about it because I mean it seems like John is 

having a crisis. Here is this great man, even Jesus says he is the greatest born of 

woman, he’s given up everything waiting for the Messiah. All earthly comforts, 

he’s moved out into the desert, everything he says and does is focused on Jesus. 

And now he’s in jail because he called out the king on his adultery. He’s cut off 

from everybody and he's awaiting his execution. So he’s kinda saying Lord are you 

gonna help me here or are you gonna let me die? He sends this question to Jesus 

basically asking was I wrong to hope in you? Are you the one or should I place my 

hope in another? That’s a great question and I think it’s so great that John asks it 

because it’s real and it’s honest because of where he’s at in life. And I think that’s 

a great thing about being Catholic Christians is we are allowed to question God. If 

fact Jesus encourages us to ask those really tough questions just like John the 

Baptist does here. And I’d like to share with you, I got this email a long time ago 

now from someone somewhere in the world. And I thought it was really profound 

that this person just had some great questions about their faith and about God. 

What happened was he said that one of his relatives, his mom, had died and she 

was not yet 50 years old. And it makes sense that in the face of death and grief 

and loss that we’re hurting, and we get to ask tough questions. We get to go to 

God and say God I don’t get this. Why did this happen? But this email laid out this 

whole thing they said okay she was less than 50 years old, she had a child but this 



child had some developmental disabilities and this now grown child writing this 

email tried to get to his mothers bedside before she died. But he got there the 

day after she died. And she had also slipped into a coma, so he was never able to 

say goodbye to her, tell her he loved her one last time. This woman’s husband 

had left her, she had done nothing wrong, but he just left one day. Left her 

heartbroken with this child and she had been sick for a year, very sick, suffering 

greatly. And in this email I’m reading going it hurts, it hurts me as I’m reading it. 

Cause it is, it’s real loss and it’s real heartbreak, it’s real pain – it’s real. And then 

he asked, he said but how come God couldn’t do more? That’s a good question 

again we get to ask those questions as Catholic Christians. You get to ask those 

kind of honest questions - why couldn’t God do more? What I thought was 

interesting though in the course of this whole email though he noted a bunch of 

other things. Some of the things he noted was that he now as a grown child was 

taking care of his whole life. Right now he’s with his father, he’s being cared for by 

his own dad. During his mom’s sickness she had this year where she really got to 

spiritually prepare for her death. And she was surrounded, not by her son that 

day, but with a bunch of family and friends right there with her the whole time, 

praying with her, taking care of her, which was a blessing. And this woman got to 

go to confession before she died, she got to receive holy communion and the 

anointing of the sick. She got what we call the apostolic pardon while she was 

being anointed which is God’s grace working through the church that sets a 

person who is on their death bed not only free from all sin but all the 

consequences of their sin. Which means that you get this apostolic blessing, 

you’re in Heaven immediately when you die. And so, why didn’t God do more? 

And I was thinking okay wait we can either choose to focus on all the things God 

didn’t do and therefore I won’t do what He wants me to do. I’m not going to be 

His because I got a lot of stuff from Him, but I didn’t get everything I asked for. 

You know we look at our own lives and each of us have so many blessings. Every 

one of us in this church right now, so many things that God has done for us that 

we didn’t deserve. But sometimes our perspective remains another, I want more. 

And if you don’t get more then you don’t get my heart Lord, or I take it back from 

you. Which is so conditional right? That is a conditional relationship. I’ll stay with 

you if you do xyz for me. And so sometimes our faith is conditional. Our joy is 

conditional. And I wonder if the disciples of John who went to Jesus that day and 

asked are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another? And Jesus 



says well tell John what you see and hear. The blind have their sight. Again those 

who are deaf can now hear, the mute can speak, the dead are being raised. And I 

wonder if those disciples of John didn’t hear that and were like yeah but are all 

the dead risen? I mean like is everyone who is blind, can they all see? Can all the 

deaf now hear? Because at what point will it be enough? Like at what point will 

you be satisfied? At what point does God have to stop proving Himself to us? And 

that’s the big question, at what point can God stop having to prove that you can 

trust Him with your life? That we can trust Him with our whole heart? By trusting 

Him and saying what prayer? Father, thy will be done in my life. Whatever that is. 

No conditions. And John the Baptist, by the way, maybe it sounds like I’m being 

hard on this guy, I’m not because John the Baptist had this question – he’s 

allowed to question, so are we. He also must have accepted the answer because 

he stayed faithful to Jesus. He gave up his life. He’s a martyr and now he’s in 

Heaven. So he said okay Lord I’m gonna be faithful to you to the end. So we’re 

allowed to ask questions but are we prepared to live the answers we get from 

God? That’s just as important. Cause I think as long as I want God’s gift and I don’t 

want God, as long as I treat God like He’s Santa Claus, then it’s never gonna be 

enough. And I’ll always not just want another, I’ll always need another from God 

so that I stay until I can finally stop that and get to the point where I can look at 

God and say God your will, whatever it is, God just you. Otherwise it’s always 

conditional. So yes we get to ask questions of God, are you the one that I should 

still place my hope in? Thing is if we get to ask Him questions, God also gets to ask 

us questions back. Questions like when will enough be enough for you? Will it 

ever? Questions like have I not remained faithful to every promise I ever made 

you? Maybe His question is why is my love for you unconditional and your love for 

me remains conditional? And if we go back to our theme of joy that has been, 

we’re carrying with us through this season of Advent. Cause what is joy again? 

Christian joy is the abiding and pervasive sense of wellbeing. Where does that joy 

come from? Joy comes from knowing God exists, that He knows my name, that 

He loves me. But I will never have unconditional joy if I always need God to 

answer the next question to satisfy me. It’s good to ask questions. As Catholic 

Christians we know Jesus welcomes them but sometimes Jesus asks us a question 

back. When will enough be enough for you? Will it ever? Why do I always have to 

do more? And if our answer is you do have to keep doing more, then we’ll never 

have unconditional joy. Cause only when I’m satisfied with what Jesus has already 



done for me, what he’s doing right now in my life while still hoping for what He 

can do in the future. But when I can say right now thy will be done in my life, no 

matter what that means, only then will I have unconditional joy. And this is the 

secret to unconditional joy to know God is here, He knows my name, He loves me. 

That is enough, I don’t need more from Him. But I know for a lot of us that’s not 

enough. Cause I don’t want Santa, I want what Santa can give me. I don’t want 

God; I want what God can give me. That’s why there’s this priest, his name is 

Father John Piper, he lives out in the twin cities, he says when it comes to real joy 

and having real unconditional joy in our lives, the kind of joy that allows us to ask 

questions but doesn’t need the answers for God to keep proving Himself. The kind 

of joy that can live through any season of life because it’s not conditional on what 

comes next. I’m satisfied now. Father Piper said this, he said God is most glorified 

in us when we are most satisfied in Him. God is most glorified in us when we are 

most satisfied in Him. And that’s the lesson of Isaiah Chapter 35 today, this is the 

last thing. Isaiah, he had lost everything. Like the kingdom of Israel was decimated 

by the Syrians and in the middle of losing everything, not getting what he asked 

for, in this moment of him crying out okay God where are you? Why are you not 

doing more? That’s a good question. What He says is say to those whose hearts 

are frightened, say to those who have lost everything in life, lost their homes, 

their savings, they’ve lost their jobs, they lost their family. Say to those whose 

hearts are frightened be strong, fear not. Why? Because your God is here. 

Because here is your God, with you. And when that’s what I want more than 

anything else, then I don’t need another (you name it). Another blessing, another 

answered prayer because God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied 

in Him. And if we ever get to that place where we are so fully satisfied by Him, not 

by what He offers, not based on His answer to my next question but just in Him. 

Not conditional joy, not conditional faith or love. That’s when we won’t need to 

wait for another. We don’t need to place our hope in another or look for another 

because that’s the day, that’s the hour, that’s the moment when you can finally 

say thy will be done without parameters. Father thy will be done without 

conditions. Thy will be done no matter what that means in my life. Father 

whatever your plan is I trust you. That’s the moment you’ll have gone from 

conditional love to unconditional love. You’ll have gone from conditional faith to 

unconditional faith. You go from conditional joy to having unconditional joy in the 

Lord. And then you can spread that unconditional joy to the world.   Amen 


